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XXXIV.—On Seven new or lately described Species of African 
Birds. By R. B. SHARPE, F.L.S., Libr. Z.S., &c. 


(Plate XII.) 


Havine lately received some considerable collections of birds 
from Africa, I hasten to describe some of the new species con- 
tained in them. At the same time I take the present oppor- 
tunity of giving an illustration of the new Scotopelia described 
in an earlier number of this Journal (anted, p. 101). 


1. CAPRIMULGUS CINNAMOMEUS, Sp. 1. 

C. cinnamomeus, vix nigricante variegatus : pileo et scapulari- 
bus punctulis nigris subtriguetris obscuré notatis: remi- 
gibus et rectricibus rufis, nigro transfasciatis et irregulariter 
vermiculatis, his angustius: subtus pallidê fulvescenti- 
cinnamomeus, pectore saturatiore, ubigue fasciis obseuris 
nigricantibus transvermiculato: gulå imå albicante: long. 
tota 8°5 poll. Angl., ale 5°9, caudz 45, tarsi 0°5, rostr. 
culm. 0°3. 

Hab. Lagos. Purchased of Mr. Cutter. 

Dr. Finsch, who has seen the type of this species, suggests 
that it might be C. fulviventris of Hartlaub, from Angola ; but 
I have examined the type of the latter in M. Monteiro’s col- 
lection, and it is not the same as my bird. Moreover on my men- 
tioning to Governor Ussher that a red Goatsucker was to be 
looked for at Lagos, he told me that he knew the bird, which 
he has often seen in that locality, so that we may look for ad- 
ditional specimens before long. 


2. IRRISOR CASTANEICEPS, sp. N. 

I. pileo undique castaneo : dorso toto et tectricibus alarum æneo- 
viridibus : remigibus et rectricibus nitenter chalybeis, his 
violaceo nitentibus: corpore subtus nigricante, sordide vi- 
ridi nitente: subalaribus æneo-cyaneis : rostro nigricante, 
ad basin flavicante : pedibus nigris: long. tota 11 poll., 
alæ 4'2, caudæ 8°6, tarsi 0°7, rostr. culm. 1:3. 

This bird is the supposed female or young of Jrrisor bollii, 
Hartl. J. f. O. 1858, p. 445, but clearly belongs to guite another 
species. I have in my collection the true young bird of J. bollii, 
which is altogether larger and is differently coloured. On my 
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mentioning to Governor Ussher that Dr. Finsch, to whom I had 
sent my typical example, believed it to be 7. bollii, he informed 
me that this must be a mistake ; for his collector in Fantee had 
brought him the bird as a very rare species and different from J. 
bollii, of which Mr. Ussher has seen during his residence in Fantee 
about a dozen specimens, while of I. castaneiceps he has seen but 
this one. A comparison of the two birds, however, is all that is 
needed to show their entire distinctness from each other. 


9. CRATEROPUS HAYNESI, sp. n. 
Crateropus atripennis, Hartl. Orn. W. Afr. p. 79 (1856, nec 
Sw.). 
C. affinis C. atripenni, Sw., sed capite nigro et gutture circum- 
scripté cinereo distinguendus: long. tota 7:5, ale 4:5, caudæ 
3°4, tarsi 1°45, rostr. culm. 1:0. 
Hab. Accra (Haynes). 
This species differs from the true C. atripennis in the particulars 
which are stated in the accompanying Table. 


C. atripennis, Sw. C. haynesi, Sharpe. 
Crown grey, duller in the centre, Crown black, the feathers shorter 
the frontal feathers tipped with | and more rounded, 
white, the plumes long and oval. 
Throat and fore part of the chest Throat alone grey. 


grey. 
Feet yellowish, with orange-co- Feet dark brown, with orange- 
loured nails. | coloured nails. 


It would appear from Dr. Hartlaub’s description (l. c.) that 
he took his characters of the present species from a Gold-Coast 
specimen. I have now lying before me three examples from 
the Gambia, all of them agreeing with Swainson’s description 
and differing from that of Dr. Hartlaub in the way above men- 
tioned. 


4. ÆGITHALUS CAROLI, sp. n. 
/Egithalus minutus, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 35 (nec Shaw). 
Æ. supra olivaceo-cinerascens, uropygio magis fulvescente : 
fronte et facie laterali flavidis, brunneo paullô variis: remi- 
gibus et caudâ fumoso-brunneis, angustê olivaceo margi- 
natis: subtis albescens, pectore imo cum abdomine et 
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subcaudalibus pallidé ferrugineis: subalaribus albis: ro- 
stro et pedibus nigricantibus : long. tota 3, ale 2-1, caudæ 
1:25, tarsi 0°55, rostr. culm. 0:35. 


Hab. Ovaquenyama, Damara Land, May 1867 (C. J. An- 
dersson). 

I am indebted to Mr. Gurney for the correction of an error 
I had made in my ‘Catalogue of African Birds,’ in referring 
the bird above described to the Ægithalus minutus of Shaw. 
This name is founded on the Bec-fleur of Levaillant (Ois. 
d.”Afr. pl. 194), and must therefore be regarded as a synonym 
of Æ. capensis. Mr. Gurney and I were of opinion that the 
Damara bird might be Æ. pensilis of Lichtenstein, of which 
species no description has ever been published. On sending, 
however, one of my specimens to Professor Peters, he very 
kindly compared it with Lichtenstein’s type in the Berlin Mu- 
seum, and informed me that the two birds are not identical. I 
have therefore named the species after the late Mr. Charles John 
Andersson, who originally discovered it. 


5. ARTOMYIAS USSHERI, Sp. n. 


A. fuliginoso-niger: subtus cinerascens, pectore medio albi- 
cante: subcaudalibus conspicuê albo marginatis: gulâ 
cum loris albicantibus: genis albido lavatis: tectricibus 
alaram majoribus et remigum rectricumque apicibus albis : 
rostro et pedibus nigricanti-brunneis: long. tota 4°7, alæ 
3'1, caudæ 2:0, tarsi 0:5, rostr. culm. 0'3. 


Hab. Fantee. Collected by Governor Ussher. 

This bird is strictly congeneric with Artomyias fuliginosus ; 
and Dr. Finsch thinks that it may ultimately turn out to be a 
stage of plumage of that bird, as Dr. Hartlaub (Orn. W. Afr. 
p. 272) has described the young of that species as having the 
abdomen, rump, and quills spotted with white. I think, how- 
ever, that there is very little chance of A. ussheri being the 
young of A. fuliginosus; for the markings are characteristically 
different, and I should incline to believe that the grey plumage 
is most probably the adult dress. In that case the Fantee 
bird could not be the same as that from Gaboon, as it is rather 
smaller. Mr. Ussher shot the type specimen himself at Ab- 
robonko, on the 14th of January 1871. “It was killed,” he 
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writes, “on a dead limb over the stream, whence it chased in- 
sects and returned.” 


6. LANIARIUS NIGRITHORAX, sp. D. 

L. similis L. multicolori, sed gutture et pectore antico nigris 
facilê distinguendus : long. tota 7:7, ale 3°9, caudæ 3-8, 
tarsi 1ʻ0, rostr. culm. 0°75. 

Hab. Accra. Collected by Captain Haynes. 
This beautiful Shrike finds its nearest ally in L. multicolor, 

G. R. Gray, but is at once distinguished from this, as also from 

every other species of the genus Laniarius, by its black breast. 


7. SCOTOPELIA USSHERI. (Plate XII.) 

Scotopelia ussheri, Sharpe, anteå., p. 101. 

This fine Owl was described by me at the beginning of the 
present year. Mr. Ussher informs me that he received it alive ; 
but it unfortuately died before it could be sent home. 


XXXV.—Jndez of the Ornithological Literature of 1870. By 
OsBERT SALVIN, M.A., F.L.S. &c., and P. L. ScLATER, M.A., 
Ph.D., E, HS scc. 


[Sincz “The Ibis? was first established, it has been our custom 
to notice in each number the appearance of all the more im- 
portant works on ornithology. Much as may be said in favour 
of this system of recording contemporaneous publications, it 
cannot be denied that the results of the plan as a permanent 
benefit to ornithological study have proved to be less advan- 
tageous than ought to have ensued from the amount of labour 
bestowed upon it. Under these circumstances, we have deter- 
mined to endeavour to continue our record of current ornitho- 
logical literature on a better system. Commencing with the 
present article, we propose to give in the October Number 
of ‘The Ibis’ of each year a short notice of every book and 
paper having any claim to importance as regards ornithology 
published during the previous year. In this we shall make no 
exception, the papers of this Journal itself being included in 
their proper places. 

All the notices will be arranged alphabetically under the sur- 


